The
Franciscan

St. Francis of Assisi Church

900 H. Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304

Office hours: M-Th 9AM —5PM & Friday 9AM —12PM
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www .stfran.org

Security for the Church: 661-201-2489

Sunday, February 11, 2024 ~ Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Schedule

Saturday
8:00 AM (English)
5:00 PM (Vigil, English)
7:00 PM (Vietnamese)

Sunday
6:45 AM (English)
8:30 AM (English)
10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming
12:30 PM (Spanish)
5:00 PM (English)

Weekdays
6:30 AM (English)
12:10 PM (English)

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM
until 9:30 AM or by appointment.

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday thru Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to
provide a safe, welcoming environment of
Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi.

St. Francis Parish Clergy
Rev. Dr. Theophane N. Antony, Pastor

Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Anton ]. Muthuneidalage, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Hospital Ministry

Rev. Pedro Cabral de Medeiros, Hospital Ministry
Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence
Deacon Joseph Lubatti

Deacon Henry Tran

Deacon Darren Caskey

Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry

St. Francis Parish School

Joan Bouchard - Fresno Diocese, Administrator

Kelli Gruszka, Principal
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304
Phone: 661-326-7955/Fax: 661-752-5902

www.stfranschool.org

Administration
Sylvia Treanor, Parish Office Supervisor
streanor@stfran.org

Sr. Jeena Soosai, Parish Secretary
jsoosai@stfran.org

Accounting
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Supervisor
sgarcia@stfran.org

Parish Office
Sandra Galicia, Scheduler/Bulletin Editor
sgalicia@stfran.org

Sonia Chagollan, Office Clerk
schagollan@stfran.org

Religious Education

Sr. Amal Grace, Director
agrace@stfran.org

Frances Casas, Clerk
fcasas@stfran.org

Funerals
Roylene See, Coordinator
rsee@stfran.org

Weddings
Rebecca Hyatt, Coordinator
rhyatt@stfran.org

Music
Dr. Angel Vazquez-Ramos, Director
avazquezramos@stfran.org




Jesus heals a leper

In the Gospel of Mark (1, 40- ) this weekend, we read Jesus curing the leper by touching him. Think
about that for a moment. Jesus was all-powerful.

There are times in the Gospels where he performs a miracle simply with a word, or even just with an
unspoken desire.

He didn't have to touch this leper; and in fact, it was against Jewish law to touch him.

A word or a wave of his hand would have done the trick, fulfilled the law, and been a lot more pleas-
ant that touching the putrid flesh of this outcast.

And yet, Jesus does touch him.

He makes a point of touching him.

Jesus goes beyond what is strictly necessary, because he wants to show us that his love is super-
abundant.

He knows that it is hard for us to trust him, to come to him with our wounds, sins, weaknesses, and
failures. He knows it's hard for us, and so he makes it easier, by showing us that he is so much big-
ger than all of that. St Therese of the Child Jesus used to say that compared to the fire of Christ's
merciful love, all of our sins are like a little drop of water being tossed into a blazing furnace.

None of our hidden leprosies surprise or repel him; he knows us too well; he loves us too uncondi-
tionally. He longs to forgive us, save us, give us a fresh start, as often as we need it, if only we open
our hearts and minds to him, just as the leper did.

Fr Stephen Amburose

Fr. Stephen has been appointed as the administrator pro-tem at Sacred Heart Church, Planada, ef-
fective on February 12, 2024. We thank you for your ministry at Saint Francis and wish you all the
best and God’s blessings as you embark on your new mission.

Lenten Retreat

We are so blessed to have Rev. Msgr. John Griesbach, as the retreat master this year, which will be
held at Saint Francis Parish on February 26", 27", and 28™. The talk begins at 7 pm, followed by
Mass at 7:30 pm. He studied Theology in Belgium and taught at Garces high school, served as
vocation director, seminary vice rector, pastor, and has served as Executive Director of St. Anthony
Retreat Center since October, 2003, until he retired in 2023. Please save the date. Let us take this
opportunity to prepare ourselves for Lent.

Have a Blessed week,
Fr. Theo




Ast Wednesday ~ February (4th

Join us as we begin our Season of Lent

Wasses with Ash Distribudion

Church: 6:30 AM (English), 12:10 PM (English), 6:00 PM (Bilingual)

HAsh, Services

Church: 8:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM, 2:00 PV,
3:00 PM, 4:00 PM & 5:00 PM

Parish Hall: 12:30 PM, 1:30 PM, 2:30 PM, 3:30 PM, 4:30 PM, 5:30PM, 6:30 PM & 7:30 PM

Monday
February 12

3:45PM Monday
Night Dinner
Parish Hall

5:00PM Benedic-

tion
Mary’s Chapel

5:30PM Basket-
ball Practice SFS
YC Gym

6:00PM Cursillo
Mtg
YCRm2

6:00 PM Adult
Formation Class
ConfRmB & C

6:30PM First
Communion
Class

Parish Hall

6:30PM Men’s
Bible Study Mtg
YCRm1

Tuesday
February 13

8:30AM R&R
Bible Study
Parish Hall

10:00AM SF Icon
Guild Mtg
YC Rms 1&2

1:00PM Altar
Guild Mtg
Parish Hall

2:45PM Basket-
ball Practice SFS
YCGym

5:00PM Benedic-

tion
Mary’s Chapel

6:00PM Prayer
Ministry
Mary’s Chapel

6:00PM KofC
Mtg
YCRm 2

6:30PM First
Communion
Class

Parish Hall

7:00PM Counsel-

ing Grp
Conf Rm C

Wednesday
February 14

Ash
Wednesday

Remember
you are dust,
and to dust
you shall
return.

Ecclesiastes
3:20

Thursday
February 15

8:30AM Daugh-
ter’s of the King
Bible Study
Parish Hall

1:00PM Altar
Guild Cleaning
Sacristy & Sanc-
tuary

2:45PM Basket-
ball Practice SFS
YCGym

5:00PM Benedic-
tion
Mary’s Chapel

5:30PM Co-Ed
Bible Study
Conf Rm B

6:00 PM High
School Youth Grp
ConfRm C

6:00PM KofC
Mtg
Betenbaugh Rm

6:00PM Couples
for Christ Choir
Betenbaugh Rm

6:30PM Fr. Jude’s
Lent Class
YCRm 2

Friday
February 16

5:00PM Benedic-
tion
Mary’s Chapel

5:15PM Infant of
Prague Novena
Bride’s Rm

6:00PM Stations
of the Cross
(English)

Church

6:30PM Fr.
Jude’s Lent Class
YCRm 2

7:00PM Pro-Life
Rosary & Prayers
Mary’s Chapel

7:00PM Stations
of the Cross
(Spanish)
Estaciones de la
Cruz (Afuera -
permitiendo el
clima, sino se
permite va ser
en laiglesia)

Saturday
February 17

8:30AM Confes-
sions
Church/Chapel

10:00AM DEO
Graitas Grp
Conf Rm B

3:00PM Infant of
Prague Novena
Bride’s Rm

Sunday
February 18

Happy
Sunday!

9:30AM Choir
Rehearsal
Betenbaugh Rm

11:45AM Legion
of Mary Mtg
Conf Rm B

3:00PM Infant of
Prague Novena
Bride’s Rm

The Parish office
will be closed WMownday,
February 1G+th v
observavce.




St. Francis Parish News
Fr. Stanley Stephen Amburose

Please join us for a cookie
reception to wish Fr. Stephen

S = #e CROSS
Friday, February 16

at 6PM in the church (English)
Presented by: St. Francis’ Eucharistic Ministers

kA 4

farewell! s —
Saturday, February 10 after S) —‘r /A ]T " @) N
the 5PM Mass

Sunday, February 11 after the
morning Masses

at 7PM Estaciones de la Cruz
(Afuera - permitiendo el clima, si no se per-

Fr. Jude Eli
mite va ser en la iglesia)

We are happy to announce, Fr. Jude will be ) _ o
celebrating several of our upcoming weekday Presentado: The St. Francis Spanish Ministry

and weekend Masses! Saturday, February 10 at
5:00 PM, Sunday, February 11th at 8:30 AM.

You are invited to join Fr. Jude for his in
person Lent Teachings on, “The Passion Le n te n Ret rea t
Narratives by Pope Benedict. Retreat Master : Fr. John Griesbach
February 26, 27 & 28

7:00pm Discussion
& 7:30pm Mass

Thursday, February 15 at 6:30 PM
Friday, February 16 at 6:30 PM
Tuesday, February 20 at 10 AM & 6:30 PM
Wednesday, February 21 at 10 AM & 6:30 PM
Thursday, February 22 at 10 AM & 6:30 PM
Tuesday, February 27 at 10 AM
Wednesday, February 28 at 10 AM

Please avail yourself to attend
this retreat and | pray that you
have a fruitful and meaningful
lent season.
Thank you, Fr. Theo

Thursday, February 29 at 10 AM - ) o
Fr. John is a priest of the Diocese of Fresno. Ordained in 1976, he has
Morning classes are in Conference Room B and served as an associate pastor, a high school teacher, vocation
evening classes are in the Youth Center Rm 2. director, seminary vice rector, pqstor, and‘d{rec.tor pf St. Anthony
Retreat Center. He is currently retired and living in his home town,

Tulare California. He enjoys fishing and painting landscapes, while
helping develop a Prison Ministry Formation Team for our diocese.

On Ash Wednesday we will be giving out small
books called Pillar of Fire, Pillar of Truth.

Whether you are new to the faith, or a lifelong Eucharistic Adoration

Catholic, h ti bout
fai ; _?hlc )'(;u n|16|l)’ ave ques |ons' ah :‘:u ourd Adoration of the Blessed
aith. These booklets are very straightforward, Sacrament is open Monday- Friday,
and introduce who we are as Catholics. Tam to 5pm. We are hoping to

Feel free to take one (one per family please). extend the hours until 6pm.

Jesus said His church would be “the light of the Currently looking for Monitors for
Friday from 3pm - 4pm, and Monday,

world”. Open yourself to God’s grace, and learn . .
) Tuesday and Friday evenings from

more about the church that Jesus established 5pm - 6pm. Please arrange
2000 years ago in Jerusalem. with Deacon Darren 661-477-0822.




St Franc1s Par1sh News
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"For the next 5 Sundays of Lent all members
of Saint Francis are invited to share their
weekly Holy Moments with our parish
family. We ask that you write a short Holy
Moment that occurred during your week and
bring it to mass the following weekend and

place it in the basket at collection time.

Each week we will share a few Holy
Moments with our parish through the
bulletin, from the pulpit and on our church
bulletin boards.

For inspiration please refer to
HolyMomentChallenge.com or the Holy
Moments book you received last Christmas.
We do have some of the Holy Moment books
available outside after mass for those who do

not already have one."

Lalling ofl Fiesta lovers.....!

So many have asked, when is the Fiesta
coming back? Father Theo wants a Spring
event for families, but it takes many
hands to make that happen.

Please help us by volunteerin f
Call the Parish office if interested.

Llamando a fodos los amantes de la fies-
ta.... Muchos han preguntado, cuando
volvera la fiesta? El padre Theo quiere un
evento de primavera para las familias, pero
se necesitan muchas manos para lograrlo.
Por favor agundanos siendo voluntario.
Llame a la oficina parroquial siestaintersado.

’;

February Youth
Ministry Activities

W

- b

Altar Servers

We are working toward the goal of having
five Altar servers at each Mass. Altar servers
should be 9 years to 18 years old, have
received their First Holy Communion and
completed tfraining.

Training for new and existing servers will be
Saturday, February 24 at 9:15 AM.

Is your teen looking to deepen their
prayer life or find a community this Lent?
Have them join our youth activities this
month!

Thursday, Feb 15
A&P @ 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM in the Church
Youth Group
6 PM to 7 PM in Conference Room C
Feb 22nd & Feb 29th

Knights of Columbus Kern Inyo Chapter

Fundraiser Friday, March 1 at 7:00 PM
Condors vs. Coachella Valley Firebirds
For More information Contact John
Thompson 661.369.6716

FISH DINNERS

LADY OFIJ’PERPETUAL Hi
3 OLUMBUS#13299
’ ATL R|NG
FISH AND CHIPS-FISH TACQS KIDS MEAI.S
FULL BAR

FRIDAYS OF LENT
FEBRUARY 16 THRU MARCH- 22

5-7PM
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH HALL

124 COEuMBUS STREET KERSE|ELD CA 93305

WELCOME




St. Francis Parish Announcements

Weekly Mass Intentions

Sunday, February 11, 2024
6:45 am: +Maria Guadalupe Ochoa
8:30 am: +Tom Collins = ’
10:30 am: +John Putman { Na l'(’h 2()2 3
12:30 pm: +Arturo Moreno
5:00 pm: Int. YLI Members
Monday, February 12, 2024
6:30 am: +John, Joan, & Mary Whiteside
12:10 pm: Int. Pete & Paula Hauck
Tuesday, February 13, 2024
6:30 am: +Socorro Garcia Saenz
12:10 pm: +All Souls
Wednesday, February 14, 2024
6:30 am:
12:10 pm:
6:00 pm:
Thursday, February 15, 2024
6:30 am: +Ofelia Zamaga Isabelle Church & Family, Michael France,
12:10 pm: +Noreen Poulson
5:00 pm: + Lucy Peru
Friday, February 16, 2024
6:30 am: Int. Evelia Alcaraz ones, relatives, friends & pets of Elsa & Zsa &
Qs'::uprl"; ’\FA:E:U?:S?:C 2A0e2y4er Prayers for the departed loved ones,
8:00 am: +Dorothy Farolan
5:00 pm: +Lucy Banducci
7:00 pm: +Fabio & Pia Banducci

Frank Lascano & Kathy Villanueva

Walt Widhalm, Prayers for the living loved

relatives & friends of Elsa & Zsa.

Funeral Ministry

After celebrating a short period of Ordinary time, we begin the Lenten season with Ash
Wi h\rllesday Lent i 1s a 40-day period leadlng up to Easter that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on

Saturday, e purpose of Lentis$ to draw closer to Godfthrough prayer, repentance, and self
examinationdIt is more frequently observed as a solemndimg/of preparation for remembering the
§ y deathfand msumnon of J¢ su;i//;( Easter.
In memo‘ry of’ @rls{lloners who have befen given the gift of-eternal life inthe month of January with
services throu%l St. Franms | (LY

A ,s

Frederick and Donald Dledrlck , Mary Hu bands, Carol Ann Moore, K%th Noah Certuche Sr.,Jesus Ramos Pal-
mera Sr., Baby Angelique Emmi Ramirez, John Roland Lemucchi, Sharon Bermele, David Matthew Sanchez, Siria
Soltero, Baldemera Bautista, Ernest Holguin, Bobby Valverde, Vicki Rodriguez , Eduardo Obero, Jose Avila

Our funeral team wishes to accompany thdse who re grie and to show the light of Jesus Christ
risen to those whose pearts arefbroken. Onr Paris embraf;ﬁ? all who are mourning and gives direc-
tion for all funeral services. We give thanks to God for the deceased's life and hold family and friends

close in prayer as they trayel through a most dlﬂicult time...Bléssed are they who mourn, for they
shall be‘comforted.

If anyonegee(kls information or help planning’a funeral service, please contact Roylene through the

parish office on ext. 123.




December 31, 2023 - January 7, 2024 -
January 6, 2024 January 13, 2024
Total: $14,701.00 Total: $11,597.00

Last Month’s Weekly Collections

January 14, 2024 - January 21, 2024 -
January 20, 2024 January 27, 2024
Total: $11, 380.00 Total: $11,310.00

CA 93304, or you can use the QR Co

Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield,

2nd Collections for February 2024

de for easy giving.

2/4 Building Fund, 2/14 Ash Wednesday (Church in Centra 1& Eastern Europe,
2/18 Home Missions, 2/25 Religious Education Program
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Now enrolling students from
Preschool-8th Grade
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You don’t need
an undertaker.

You need a ﬁ7end

\ FUNERAL HOMES

CREMATIONS CEMETERIES /,-—/

Two Bakersfield locations. One call for everything.
(661) 834-8820 » www.GreenlawnM-C.com

Greenlawn Southwest FD# 1347, Greenlawn River Blvd FD# 779

Replacement Windows
Shower Doors
Mirrors
Glass of all kinds

661-633-1926

WWW.CENTURY-GLASS.COM

San Joaquin Fence &semar
& Supply Family Creamery

MIKE CLARKSEAN BAKERSFIELD - CALIFORNIA \-

661.322-9700 2733 “F” Street
Fax: 661-322-9600 661-395-0555

Soups * Sandwiches &
1933 E. California Avenue Homemade Ice Cream
Bakersfield, CA 93308

“Help Us Help Others”
St Vincent de Paul Homeless Center
300 Baker Street (661)323-7340

sveorew MEDI- cm_

HEI.P Y[IU APPLY!
(661) 616-4036

21 YOUR E¥| HERE |
ADVERTlSE

with

INSCRIBASE EN MEDI'CAL

iLE AYUDAREMOS A ﬁ CATHOLIC

CHARITIES

OF BAKERSFIELD

APLICAR!
(661) 616-4036



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service.

Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara

Funeral Home

1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA

I'M HERE TO HELP YOU
BUY+SELL+INVEST

Available 24/7 at (661) 324-9821

WHY USE A REALTOR ?

A Realtor Adheres To A Strict Code of Ethics

A Realtor is Never an Amateur at the Negotiating Table

www.doughtycalhounomeara.com

PHYLLIS LOPEZ

CalDRE #01195361 .4

s
&
L5

VAT S0

WATSDMN REALTY

(661) 333-8506
phyllislopez@bak.rr.com
phyllislopezhomes.co

A Realtor is Your Local Neighborhood Expert

ATEOMN,

WATSOMN REALTY

LET'S CHAT! map | 52 wé

cial and follow me on: Bakersfield Homes

T e

CREATED BY NATURE.
CRAFTED WITH LOVE

FHLOURISHING ART

407 E 19th Street, Bokersfie]d CA 93301 | info@flourishingart.net | 661.861. SOOO
Because every chzy

deserves Victory...

Become a Foster Parem

or adopt today
Fa

VictoryFS.org
(661) 912-0m

jlr PHYLLIS LOPEZ
&61-333-8508

Sale- Phyliis Lopez Realtor

i| Parishioner

BOB’S JUNGLE

Interior Plantscapes

for Business or Home

RN

(YOUR AD HERE)

* N *
ﬁ**

Design, Sales & Leasing
Guaranteed Maintenance

- PLANT RENTALS -

5101 Camino Media
Bakersfield, CA 93311
CalDRE# SERVING ALL KERN COUNTY AND OUTLING AREAS
011953561

Law Offices of
Emmanuel F. Fobi

Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
Wills & Trusts - Bankruptcy

We do Home and Office Visits
661.525.9229 | efobi@aol.com | 131 Chester Ave. Bakersfield, CA

If interested in an ad,
please contact Stella.
661.327.4734 ext. 113

/AROUND THE (LOCK

Vs "\

Kern Mobile Detailing
Call 661-487-5934
Instagram;

AROUND THE CLOCK
Providing over 30 years
of service. Locally
owned & operated.
Services to maintain
Independence at home.

/
(! WEFA /

kern_mobile_detailing_
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Home Health Care
Companion Care
Caregiver Training
Payee Services
Senior Placement Services

661-395-5800

(] E) (YOUR AD HERE)

*\/* **\;/ﬂ

***
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SUPPLY CO.

VINEYARD & ORCHARD SUPPLIES
TRELLISING, FIELD SUPPLIES, FENCING, & MORE!
661-616-6977

ALLIANCE AG

Family owned
with local
knowledge &

global reach!

nt, reliable, and
ral services since 2002.

MICHAEL MING

Owner - Broker - Appraiser
Cal DRE #00951819
Cal BREA #0236938
mming@allianceagservicescom
Direct: {661) 631-0391

profess,

0oD




