St.|Francis o

Asscoc Chanet

December 8, 2024 Second Sunday of Advent

Mass Schedule
Ll

2ol Saturday
e e .
8:00 AM (English)

5:00 PM (Vigil, English)
7:00 PM (Vietnamese)
Sunday
6:45 AM (English)
8:30 AM (English)
10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming
12:30 PM (Spanish)
5:00 PM (English)
Weekdays
6:30 AM (English)
12:10 PM (English)

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays: 4:00 PM- 5:00 PM

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday thru Thursday: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Anointing of the Sick
Is offered the first Friday of the month
following the 12:10 PM Mass

900 H. Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304
Office hours: M-Th 9AM —5PM & Friday 9AM —12PM
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www stfran.org
Security for the Church: 661-201-2489

St. Francis Parish Clergy
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Rev. Dr. Theophane N. Antony, Pasto
Rev. Anton J. Fernando, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Victor Ikechukwu Eleba, Hospital Ministry
Rev. Edgar Magana, Parochial Vicar& Hospital Ministry
Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence
Deacon Joseph Lubatti
Deacon Henry Tran
Deacon Darren Caskey

Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret.

St. Francis Parish School

Joan Bouchard - Fresno Diocese, Administrator

Kelli Gruszka, Principal
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304
Phone: 661-326-7955/Fax: 661-752-5902

www.stfranschool.org




A True Conversion Story

Saint Edmund Campion was a Jesuit priest who risked his life to keep the Catholic faith alive during the perse-
cution of Catholics in England under Queen Elizabeth first. His unwavering faith and kindness, even toward his
betrayer, led to the conversion of a prison guard, demonstrating the transformative power of compassion and

faith. Edmund was a missionary in England during the reign of Queen Elizabeth first, who was trying to stamp

out the Catholic Church in England.

The Queen had made itillegal for priests to celebrate Mass, hear confessions, or teach Catholic doctrines, and
for lay people to shelter priests. As a result, seminarians had to leave England and study abroad. Once ordained,
they would sneak back into England in disquise, and travel secretly from Catholic family to Catholic family,
celebrating the sacraments in hiding. Like saint Edmund, many of these brave priests, and the lay people who
supported them, became martyrs.

Edmund was able to avoid arrest for about a year as he traveled throughout the country keeping the faith alive.
But finally, a servant acting as a spy for the government turned him in. While Edmund was imprisoned in the
Tower of London, awaiting his execution, this betrayer came to visit him. He and the Saint spoke for a long
time, and Edmund encouraged him to confess his sins and come back to the Church.
He even offered to give him a personal recommendation to a nobleman in Germany,
so that he would have a safe and peaceful place to live. But the traitor refused to
repent and left the prisoner's cell angry and upset.

One of the prison guards had been present for the whole conversation and he was
deeply moved by the kindness and gentleness St. Edmund showed towards his be-
trayer. It affected him so much, in fact, that he became convinced that the Catholic
faith must be the true Christian faith, and he got converted and became a Catholic.

The season of Advent

Advent comes from the Latin word ad- venire which means “to come to.” Advent is a time of preparation that
directs our hearts and minds to Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. The readings during these four weeks until the
nativity calls us to be alert and ready and not being distracted by the cares of this world.

The Advent candles, wreath, and decorations serve as symbolic reminders of this spiritual preparation, helping
us to stay focused on the true meaning of Christmas. According to Pope Francis, Advent is indeed a time of
commitment to vigilance and reflection. It encourages us to look beyond ourselves and focus on the needs of
others, expanding our hearts and minds to be more compassionate and open to the world around us. This sea-
son is an invitation to prepare spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ, while also being mindful of the ways we
can contribute to a renewed world. '

Have a joyful season,
Fr. Theo




Monday
December 9

Feast of he
Immaculate
Conception

3PM SFS Basket-
ball Practice
YC Gym

3:45PM Monday
Night Dinner
Parish Hall

6PM Adult Faith
Formation Class
Conf. Rm B

6PM Cursillo
Betenbaugh Rm

*6PM Mass
Church

6:30PM Men’s
Fellowship Bible
Study

Conf. Rm C

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class
YCRms1&2

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class

Tuesday
December 10

8:30AM R&R
Bible Study
Parish Hall

10AM SF Icon
Painters Grp
YC Rms 1&2

10AM Advent
Catechesis
YC Gym

3PM SFS Basket-
ball Practice
YC Gym

6PM Benediction
Chapel

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class
YCRms 1&2

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class
Parish Hall

6:30PM Advent
Catechesis
YC Gym

7PM Counseling Grp
Conf.Rm C

Wednesday
December 11

10AM Advent
Catechesis
YC Gym

1PM Staff Mtg
Conf. Rm B

3PM SFS Basket-
ball Practice
YC Gym

6PM Next Gen
Bible Study
YCRms1&2

6PM Benediction
Chapel

6:30PM Choral
Rehearsal
Betenbaugh Rm

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class
ParishHall

6:30PM 1st Com-
munion Class

Conf. Rm B

7PM OLG Novena

Thursday
December 12

Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe

5AM Mananitas
Church

8:30AM Daugh-

ters of the Kin, ‘
Bible Study ‘g%
Parish Hall \

/

10AM Advent
Catechesis
YC Gym

1PM Altar Guild
Cleaning
Sacristy/Church

*6PM Mass
Church

6:30PM Advent
Catechesis
YC Gym

7PM-Knights of
Columbus-Rosary
Chapel

Friday
December 13

5PM Benediction
Chapel

7PM The Lord’s
Flock Mtg
Pari_sh Hall

,7PM Pro-life Ro-
sary/Prayer Grp

["Chapel
h

Saturday
December 14

6:30AM Men’s
Fellowship Break-
fast Mtg

Parish Hall

9:30AM The
Lord’s Flock Mtg
YCRms 1&2

10AM Secular
Franciscans Mtg
Conf. Rm C

4PM Confessions
Church/Chapel

Sunday
December 15

Third Sunday of
Advent

7AM Fellowship
Donut Sunday
Parish Hall

9:30AM Choir
Rehearsal
Betenbaugh Rm

11:45AM Legion of
Mary Mtg
Conf. Rm B

12:30PM Cursillo
YCRms 1 &2

*3:30PM.Teen
Choir Rehearsal
Betenbaugh Rm

3:30PM HS Confir-
mation Class 1
Parish Hall

6:15PM HS Confir-
mation_ Class 2
Parish Hall

7PM Advent Re-
treat (Fr. Boniface)

Parish Hall

7PM OLG Novena
Church

7PM OLG Novena
Church

{
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8PM Spanish
Choir Practice
Betenbaugh Rm

12 de Diciembre

Church

Parroquia St. Francis les invita

Celebracion De Nuestra

Senora De Guadalupe

Novena

Diciembre 3 a
Diciembre 11, 2024

7:00pm

Mananitas con Mariachi

5:00am

THANK YOU!

Monday Night Dinners Ministry would like to thank all the
parishioners who participated in donating to our
Thanksgiving dinner.

6:00pm
Misa con Mariachi
y Danza Azteca

Convivio despues
de misa en el Salon

St. Francis Church - 900 H St. Bakersfield, Ca 93304

It was a big success. We served approximately 240
people. Thank you and God bless.




Fr. Jude Eli’s Advent Class Schedule

Tuesday, December 10 - Thursday, December 12
10:00AM - 11:00AM or 6:30PM - 7:30PM
Youth Center Gym

Tuesday, December 17 - Thursday, December 19
10:00AM - 11:00 AM or 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Youth Center Gym

Father will also celebrate Mass Saturday, December 14 at
5:30 PM & Sunday, December 15 at 8:30 AM

Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB

Director of Spiritual Formation at Saint Vincent Seminary at Saint Vincent Archabbey &
Seminary, and Program Manager and Host of We Are One Body, a Catholic media
apostolate, will lead our Advent Retreat with the theme:

"Silence, Attentiveness, and Tenderness: Preparing Room to Welcome Christ."
Advent Retreat Schedule:

e Sunday, 12/15/2024 from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM at the main church

e Monday, 12/16/2024 from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM at the main church

Fr. Boniface will be the main celebrant and preacher at the following Masses:
e Saturday, 12/14/2024 at 7:30 PM (Vietnamese Mass)
e Sunday, 12/15/2024 at 10:30 AM and 5:00 PM (English Mass)

PREPARE HIM ROOM
EPARE Hil

Advent Confession Schedule Christmas Eve Mass Schedule Christmas Mass Schedule

December 18 - December 20 Tuesday, December 24 Wednesday, December 25
from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

AT G 4:00 PM Children’s Mass (English) 7:00 AM (English)

7:00 PM Mass (Viethamese) 9:00 AM (English)
11:30 PM Midnight Mass (Bilingual) 11:00 AM (Spanish)




Sunday, December 15

SUNDA\V

St. Francis Church is looking for a part-
time extra help/substitute maintenance
worker. Pick up an application in the main
office. Position opened until filled!

After the morning Masses in the hall

 TTDRIVE

\ NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 18

)
| / Help us bring a smile to a ‘
child's face this holiday season!

Donate new, unwrapped toys
for children ages 0-12. Your
generosity will spread joy in
the life of a child in need.

Thank you and God Bless! —

\;'
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Learn more or donate onlme at

A K \‘l 2 \m

SATURDAY December 14TH @ 6:30AM &

MEN S BREAKFAST

Get to Heaven Let Us Adore

Men’s Retreat with Fr. Women’s Retreat with Fr.
Nathan Cromly Nathan Cromly

January 8th & 9th January 9th

6-9PM 9-11AM

Sponsored by Kern Catholic
Suggested Cost: Donations
welcome

Register online:
www.kerncatholic.com
Held at the Garces Campus

Dinnerisincluded

Sponsored by: Kern Catholic
Suggested Cost: $50
Register online:
www.kerncatholic.com
Held at the Garces Campus

Holy Hour
Pray out the Old Year and Pray in the Wi/
New Year

December 31, 2024
11:30 PM—12:30 AM
St. Francis of Assisi Church
900 H Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304

St. Francis
Singlc Parcent
Support Group

Please bring your children dressed up
for Christmas Family pictures
in the church with Mr. E
and have refreshments!

Call Shelly Phoenix (661) 978-1152 to RSVP




. %maqe g etotd ¢ WeEEKLY MassS INTENTIONS
. A SUNDAY, DECEMBET 8, 2024
Yovender i 6:45 aM: + PETT RODIBUEZ
eoz4 o 830 aM: - NaNeTTe CHavez
Ulysses Rangel & Cassandra Lynn Perez & Al 1030 aM: INT. OF THE SECULAr Franciscans
Luis Trejo & Claudia Sandoval 12:30 PM: + JESUS PALOMEra

Ruben Lucero & Araceli Qonzolez "“ .‘ v 5:00 PM: + TED A'MIJO
Cuahtemoc Cuna & Sabrina Yanez . ; MONDAY. DECEMBET 9. 2074

Reymundo Ramirez & Maria Rodriguez Navaro
. . 6:30 aM: + THOMas WILLIAM vaugHn
Fernando Cabrera & Gabrielle Parada 7 1210 PM: + AL SOULS

L - - TUESDAY, DECEMBET 10, 2024
December 2024 . 6:30 aM: + STEPHEN WHITE

Alexander Sauceda & Tatiana Jimenez s, i 12:10 PM: YLI MEMBETS
) weDnesDay, DECEMBET 11, 2024
6:30 aM: + STEPHEN WHITE
12:10 PM: + ALL SOULS
THUrSDAy, DECEMBET 12, 2024
6:30 aM: + STEPHEN WHITE

9 MMM \empé o 12:10 PM: + ZaMora FamiLy
e 6:00 PM: INT. NOYOLQ FaMILY
The Hernandez Family, The Reyes Family, The FriDay, DECEMBEr 13, 2024
Torres Family, The Soto Family, The Domingos 6:30 aM: +Maria AngeLa CrisTina anpuccl
Family, The Lopez Family, The Canez Family, 12:10 PM: INT. CHrISTAN Barret
The Castillo Family, Isabelle Church & Family, & SdTUrDay, DECEMBET 14, 202
Michael France, Walt Widhalm, Prayers for the 8:00 @M. - ROSAri0 B&rMUDE:
living loved ones, relatives, friends & pets of FoagEs 500 P U}gr(}sp& ]?ﬁCﬁ?lsgé)Lngﬂerl(;}(l:LL[]])eMCMBGFS :
Elsa & Zsa & Prayers for the departed loved S 100 PM: - A

ones, relatives & friends of Elsa & Zsa.

Funeral Ministry

As we leave the month of All Souls and Thanksgiving, we enter the Advent season which is a time of preparation that
directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on
Christmas Day. Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our
hearts for the full joy of Christmas. As we focus on our preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord, we
also remember all who will not be with us this Christmas season.

In memory of parishioners who have been given the gift of eternal life in the month of November 2024 with services

through St. Francis:

Susan Roblee , Michael Collier, Dr. Edgar Cori, Alma Barajas, Dr. Neil Argegast, Elia ‘Sara’ Hidalgo,
Mariano Galvan, Don Valpredo, Julio Alfonso Jr., Stefanie Sullivan, Rodrigo Gonzales, Mary Tinoco,
Dominador Pasion Angeles, Liliana Duran, Julio Ortiz Sr., Maria Lopez Ramos, Hermila Garcia Madonado,
Abraham Ramirez, Jose Soto, Adalberto Trejo, Martha Muro Mendez, Rosie Ruiz, Ana Rocio Gonzalez, Pablo
Enrique Acosta, Lynn Martin, Thomas Smith, Frank Delgado

Our funeral team wishes to accompany those who are grieving and to show the light of Jesus Christ risen to those
whose hearts are broken. Our Parish embraces all who are mourning and gives direction for funeral services. We give
thanks to God for the deceased's life and hold family and friends close in prayer as they travel through a most difficult
time. Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. If anyone needs information or help planning a funer-
al, please contact Roylene at the parish office on ext. 123.




Last Month’s Weekly Collections

November 3, 2024 - November 10, 2024 - November 17,2024 - November 24, 2024 -
November 9, 2024 November 16, 2024 November 23, 2024 November 30, 2024

Total: $26,879.16 Total: $23,343.01 Total: $20,188.15 Total: $17,836.53

The weekly collection totals, now reflect giving through on-line and automatic debits
done weekly. Prior reporting only included collections taken at Mass.

2nd Collections for December 2024
12/1 Building Fund, 12/8 Retired Fund for Religious, 12/15 Mission in Africa
& 12/25 Christmas (Homeless Project)

Peace P/m;;zzt o
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there s injury, pardon;

where there Is doubt, faith;
where there Is despair, hope;
where there s darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
0 Divine Master, grant that | may
7 LOCATIO not so much seek
FIND US AT AZTECAS.INFO to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,
tobelo love.

For itis in gi

it Is in pardoning

that we receive,

at we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

“Help Us Help Others”

St Vincent de Paul

Replacement Windows
Shower Doors
Mirrors
Glass of all kinds

661-633-1926
WWW.CENTURY-GLASS.COM

/1 Homeless Center
St. Francis{BDivine Mercy

Cenqgle Group 300 Baker Street (661)323-7340
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Update your Parishioner information
e Please return by placing in the collection basket, or dropping off/mailing to the main office.
e If new to the Parish or have never registered a full parishioner census form can be found our website.

AT - Y - i @ Office use Only - Py - s @ Solo Uso de Oficina
T raHCIS ___New Parishioner T raHCIS ___Nuevo Feligres
° ___Change of Information o ___Cambio de Informacion
Parishioner Census Form __Register as Non-Active Forma del Censo Feligres __Registrarse como No-Activo
Head of Household Jefe de Hogar .
Married Single @ Widow(er) Casado Soltero/a Viudo/a
Full Name: Nombre Com_ple.to:
DOB: Fecha de Nacimiento:
Address: D.ireccic’)n:
City/State: Ciudad/Estado:
Zip: Cédigo Postal:
Phone #: Cell: Telefono: Celular:




Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service.

Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara
Funeral Home

1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA Available 24/7 at (661) 324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomeara.com

'M HERE TO HELP YOU WHY USE A REALTOR ?

A Realtor Adheres To A Strict Code of Ethics

BUY+SELL+INVEST A Realtor is Never an Amateur at the Negotiating Table

A Realtor is Your Local Neighborhood Expert

LET'S CHAT! mamp b wor anplling )

WATEON REALTY 011953561

Let's get social and follow me on: Bakersfield Homes For Sale- Phyilis Lopez Realtor

= P T

PHYLLIS LOPEZ

CalDRE #01195361  oSf

=5 Tty
s)
' (661)333-8506
phyllislopez@bak.rr.com
phyllislopezhomes.co
9101 Caminc Media
Bakersfield, CA 93311
SERVING ALL KERN COUNTY AND OUTLING AREAS

Law Offices of
Emmanuel F. Fobi

T ey L,

FLOUF\)UH]NG AF\)T CREATED BY NATURE. - Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
N ST CRAFTED WITH LOVE. P J Wills & Trusts - Bankruptcy

is ST . 4 e i| Parishioner We do Home and Office Visits
407 E 19th Street, Bakersfield CA 93301 | info@flourishingart.net | 661.861.8600 661.525.9229 | efobi@aol.com | 131 Chester Ave. Bakersfield, CA

Fdward Jones

)“ Bills shouldn't stop

you from saving for

MARY’S

PEST CONTROLI Garc‘:es Memorial
High School

aii biow 8o

San Joaquin Fence
& Supply

MIKE CLARKSEAN
661-322-9700
Fax: 661-322-9600

1933 E. California Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93308

Family Creamery

Let's discuss your priorities and set
up a plan. Contact me today and we
can help you get started.

Julianne Finch
Financial Advisor

PRRERREEY

Please, jomV®

ms

FRIDAY TAREISAELD - CALIFORNIASSL
FEBRUARY 28, 2025 - SUPPLY CO.
2733 “F” Street
st 661-395-0555 VINEYARD & ORCHARD SUPPLIES
Soups » Sandwiches & TRELLISING, FIELD SUPPLIES, FENCING, & MORE!
Homemade Ice Cream 661-616-6977
Nowcy Mickelle Comit ,—AP\C”)UND THECLock T SnosI
s »war | | TAX PREPARATION |- > = v
- = A A A
Pruning  Trimming o Genera Clean-Ups « Haulng Pl Tres SERVICES E
Tmsmﬁmm'ﬂ’,mmm‘,";’:mm;.m,mm‘ preearacion oe Ivpustos seavicos | AROUND THE CLOCK :
- :aggr;'g\x m{dﬂﬂ; “The same Providing over 30 years \ PN / . ‘.
; v dil/ic/;lile my of service. Locally =
| BOOKKEEPING Yot Z;f';'j.g’]{{“{g » owned & operated. 0 MARK
| CONTABILIOAD sgyeaty / _ ~ Services to maintain XPE RT
—— RSN Independence at home. \ 2 . NIN
“La misma a <

PAYROLL SERVICES o
/ dedicacion gue Home Health Care

Rlensfid 0 | tuvo mi mamd C q C
ity s Terie-- | COMPANVCLEANUP . ‘uwniermdsde ompanion =are ORACO 0
Pl CALOSTHS e LSETUP ) 30 aiios.” Payee Services

Ale)( 661'204‘9232 — Senior Placement Services 00134 67
AN APPOINTMENT 661-395-5800 A AR A
561-340-3350| FAX 661-412-7658 (661) 421-9345 | (818) 2691332 nee b 0951819




